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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 1 ~ 2021/22 

Friday 10th September 2021 

Dear Parents,  

It has been an absolute pleasure to see the children playing together again across the year groups. 

We have all also relished sharing assemblies and time in the dining hall. On Tuesday afternoon, in 

our Seize the Day style, we popped outside to see if we could spot the Red Arrows- we did see 

them, albeit very briefly! As well as getting to grips with new routines, classrooms and in some 

cases new teachers the children have also been throwing themselves into their new clubs and 

activities. Our Year 6 Springmead Way Ambassadors have got off to a great start at the top of the 

school and are already being wonderful role models for our younger children.  
 

Thank you so much for supporting us with routines, timings, communications and everything else 

we ask you to do as parents…working in partnership with you is what makes the real difference to 

your child’s experience.  
 

As we begin the academic year we are focused on our values and aims that underpin all we do: 

Our philosophy is that at school children should not only become numerate and literate, but also 

develop a hunger for knowledge and a thirst for learning whether this is in academic areas, sports or 

arts. Children need to be guided to become self-learners, to think wisely, be confident, balanced and 

compassionate, while developing their own particular talents and abilities to the full. Such principles 

are best achieved in an environment that is stable, secure and safe, but at the same time one that is 

exciting, rich, stimulating, rewarding and fun.  
 

At Springmead these ideals are achieved by having the following clearly defined aims: 

 To see each child as an individual with unique needs and possibilities 

 Always to teach children in small classes 

 To use the best traditional and modern teaching practices in the classroom and beyond 

 To ensure pupils work towards and beyond national age-related expectations in literacy and 

maths, but at the same time maintain a very strong commitment to a fulfilling curricular 

experience across all subjects 

 To provide a rich variety of academic, artistic, sporting and social enrichment experiences 

through an extensive extra-curricular programme, allowing children to find and nurture talents 

 To teach children how to become effective, resilient, reflective and resourceful learners 

 To teach sound human values, implicitly and explicitly 

 To provide dedicated, professional and caring staff 

 To forge strong partnerships between home and school 

 To provide an inspirational, happy and supportive environment. 
 

 

 

We look forward to sharing the Springmead journey with you 

over the forthcoming year. We cannot stress enough the 

importance of working in partnership with you, our doors are 

always open! 



 

 

 

Showcase auditions are looming, we know lots of the 

children will have been rehearsing acts over the 

summer. They have until the 22nd September to be 

polishing these up.  

 

For those new to the school Springmead Showcase is a 

real highlight for us, performed at the Warminster 

Athenaeum. Alongside some ensemble acts, children 

are invited to audition to perform on their own or in 

small groups. Even if not selected to perform at the 

theatre the experience is wonderful as children 

perform their acts to the rest of the children and the 

‘judges’ at school on the 22nd September.  

 

We are very much hoping to be back in the theatre this 

year, (on Friday 5th November so please book your 

fireworks for the night after).  

If you have any queries please do contact Charlotte 

Munckton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to being able to spend some time 

with you next week! 

 

Please note that all children will be going to the 

Memorial Hall during the afternoon and will need to 

be collected from there rather than school at 3.30pm if 

they are not staying to the party. There are no after 

school clubs and activities this day. Whilst the 

activities and boundaries will be supervised by staff 

parents will be responsible for their own children.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been given their poems for our 

poetry performance competition.  Could you 

please help them with learning these off by heart; 

the class heats will be on Wednesday 22nd 

September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Meetings 

 

The brief 8.30 am class meetings have begun this week. The feedback from parents has been 

really positive giving everyone an opportunity to meet class staff, meet other parents and see the 

classroom your child is in. Here are the remaining dates:- 

Year R            Wednesday 15th September 

Year 1             Thursday 16th September 

Year 2             Friday 17th September 

Year 3             Friday 10th September 

Year 5             Tuesday 14th September 

 

 

  Important Information 
Please be aware that to ensure our site is even more secure we will be 
asking parents collecting from extra-mural clubs to wait on the back lawn 
until 4 30.  The internal playground gate will be locked until a staff 
member is present.  If you are collecting from after school club please 
continue to collect from the green door on the Frome Road. 



 

 

 

Springmead School Association 

Meeting at 8.30 am on Wednesday 22nd September, in school 

 

The Springmead School Association (SSA) comprises a voluntary group of parents and school 

staff.  The committee consists of: 

 the Headteacher 

 teaching and non-teaching staff  members 

 parent members 

 Proprietor  

The role of the SSA committee is to enhance the education of all pupils at the School and 

Nursery by providing extra amenities, which would not be catered for within the normal school 

funding.  In addition, the committee aims to provide opportunities for parents, pupils, staff and 

friends of the school to meet and socialise.  This is achieved, through running a small number of 

events throughout the year. The group has been extremely effective and we would like to thank 

them all again for their individual and collective efforts over the last academic year 

We are now inviting parents from across all year groups to join the SSA Committee for this 

academic year. The group will meet just three times this year, to decide how money raised 

is spent and to plan a few key events, so it really will not be too onerous.  Ideally, we would 

like a parent representative from each year group although we can be a little flexible! 

Current committee members are more than welcome to stand again. 

 

Please email me to let me know if can join us at scox@springmead.com  

 

 

 

Calling all Adult Helpers! 

Springmead School is the school it is because of the dedication and commitment of staff and 

volunteers. We are proud of our ability to offer so very much more than most schools in terms of 

‘added extras’.  This includes around forty clubs a week; a rich variety of drama, musical and 

sporting opportunities; a host of school trips and opportunities beyond the classroom; the 

Springmead Award; exciting curriculum projects requiring extra adult hands; and social events 

for children and adults. We are always mindful that Springmead School is only able to punch 

above its weight in this way with the kind support of family and friends.  

 

In the past we have welcomed parents, grandparents and friends who come into school to listen to 

readers, help with projects in the classroom, share their professional skills either with the children 

or with the Springmead staff, help with clubs, help with gardening, make costumes for 

productions and help organize social events. During lockdowns this was not possible but we are 

now hoping to be able to reinstate this valuable support.  

If you have any free time we would really appreciate your involvement and we would love 

to hear from you. 
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Reading Scheme 
To encourage children to read more books the school has an ongoing award programme for 

Reception to Year 6.  There are 10 award levels, each requiring the child to read 10 books.  To 

take part in the award scheme, the children simply complete their 

forms and return them to Johanna Robinson,   

jrobinson@springmead.com. 

 

When they reach the dizzy heights of ‘Gold Award’ they will have 

read 100 books. The award begins again at the start of each academic 

year.  If you have any queries regarding the reading award, please 

email Johanna Robinson on jrobinson@springmead.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Holiday Reading Challenge 

 

Sheets need to be in by Monday please so we can 

announce winners next week, either to class teachers or to 

Johanna Robinson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inhalers and Medication 

If your child needs an inhaler or any regular medication could you please see Kim Hobley over 

the next week to ensure we have up-to-date prescriptions/medication. Please remember that you 

will need to complete an Administering Medicine Form if we are administering medicine to your 

child.  The forms are located at the side of the bookcase in the admin office, and are also 

available to print from the website.  When bringing any medicine into school please ensure the 

medicine, and a form, are handed to an adult.   

 

Hand sanitizer 

The hand sanitizer we are using is extremely gentle on all skin and it does not contain alcohol. It 

is organic and suitable for all skin types.   
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Sports News 

Amid lots of excitement, the extra-mural clubs began this week with all the autumn sports now 

underway.  If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the PE staff rather than your 

child’s class teacher, or need information about fixtures, please use our direct email address, as 

follows:  pedepartment@springmead.com  

 

PE Kit 

This needs to be in school every day please. 

 

Dance 

We are running dance classes for those in Year 4 this half term at Danceworks in Frome.  

 

Swimming 

This week’s swimming experience was a gentle familiarisation session, children went in year 

groups. Over the next few weeks we will be carefully assessing the children and gradually putting 

them into ability groups, this will mean some children swimming with different aged children and 

on different coaches.  

 

If you would like to speak to a member of the swimming team, please feel free to call Sarah 

Cozens at school between 9:00am and 10:00am every Thursday, alternatively you can email her 

on scozens@springmead.com. For pastoral issues related to swimming, please speak to the class 

teacher as they are around much more during the week. 

 

Swimming Day Clothing 

It is essential that children’s socks, pants, shoes, goggles… indeed everything, is very clearly 

labelled on swimming day. It is distressing not to be able to find your own underwear (we have 

approximately 50 children in each changing area, in rotation and their clothes are very close to 

each other). Please help empower your children to be as prepared as possible so that they have a 

positive experience. We would also encourage girls to wear socks rather than tights on swimming 

day! 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts 

 
It’s been such a joy to get back to school this week, and to begin making music together again. I 
was filled with pride to hear the whole school community singing together in our first assembly 
on Tuesday morning and this only got better with our singing assembly on Wednesday. I told the 
children that nothing brings me more joy than hearing lots of voices singing together, and they 
didn’t fail to bring a smile to my face! To start our first day with a Choral Group rehearsal at 8am 
was exhilarating - we got cracking straightaway on preparations for the Showcase, as did the 
Prep Choir later the same day. 
 
I’m also excited that I am now teaching classroom music to the Ducklings who made such a great 
start with our multi-coloured Boomwhackers, learning about Pulse, and ‘I Can Sing a Rainbow’.  
 
At the end of last term some of our drama students took LAMDA exams, all have done really 
well! 
Oscar Haslett grade 1, distinction 
Bea Bremner and Posy Boyden, grade 1 duo, distinction 
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Bella Bush, grade 2, distinction 
Sienna Marshall, grade 2, merit 
Ekaterini Laziradou, verse and prose, grade 2, distinction 
Leon Marshall, grade 3, distinction 
Maria Laziradou, grade 2, distinction 
 
There are so many things to be excited for this term, and this is just the beginning… 
 

Hannah Drury 

 

 

 

From the teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great first few days we have had.  New friendships are being made and are already 

blossoming.  Role play games, painting, exploring the school grounds, our new music session 

with Mrs Drury, trying out all the nursery activities, books and toys are a focus for our bright, 

inquisitive class.   

 

Next week, we've made plans for a role play hospital and blackberry picking!  We're going to be 

very busy!  

 

Shirley Offer, Nursery  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We've have had a fantastic start to the new school year, 

in Hedgehogs and across the whole school. It has been 

wonderful to get back to 'normality'.  Although, I do 

need a few reminders about how things are working 

again these days! It is such a joy to get back to our full 

community, having playtimes, eating lunch together and 

to be able to provide the many clubs and activities.  

 

As for the Hedgehogs...well what a start! They have all 

been absolutely brilliant in their first week and 'big 

school' is such a big deal for such little shoulders to 

contend with. We have been to singing assembly, swimming, eaten lunch in the dining hall and 

got to know new friends. We have also got to know new surroundings and grownups, played 

number games, sung number rhymes and have even started to learn our first phonic sounds. We 

have started learning all about ourselves and each other, measured each other, compared our 

heights and genuinely had a super duper week! 

Here's to the next week, you fabulous Hedgehogs!   

 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

It seems it was only the Summer term a couple of weeks ago but now here we are at the start of a 

new year. The Rabbits have come back to school with big smiles on their faces and lots of 

exciting news to share with their friends. They have thrown themselves into all the new routines 

and have settled in brilliantly. We are all loving the new classroom and the tree house/reading 

corner is a definite hit!  

This first week back has been all about settling in and getting used to the new routines of Key 

Stage 1 but the Rabbits have still found time to draw self-portraits with charcoal, write some 

beautiful sentences about their summer holidays and find out more about their local area. They 

also had great fun in maths, counting out all of the unusual creatures that came out of the 

'Quangle Wangle's' magic hat! Who knew so many creatures could hide in one hat?!  

A super first week back, Rabbits. Well done.  

 

Katy Harries, Year 1 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

What a wonderful start to the new school year! 
The class were so pleased to be back at school 
again and having time to play and chat with their 
friends on the playground before school had 
even started, was a real novelty! 
They absolutely loved showing their summer 
diaries to the class and it was a great opportunity 
for the children to work on their presenting skills 
too. We discussed how important it is to project 
their voices and speak clearly to engage their 
audience. I was very proud with how well they 
listened to each other, showing respect and a 
growing maturity.  

 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 



 

 

 
It was such an uplifting and exciting experience this morning as the new Badgers 

came bouncing into the playground full of vigour, vitality and fizz.  Everyone had waited so long 

to have the chance to return to the usual school routines, who’d have thought it, with assembly in 

the hall, lunch in the dining hall and a stupendous classroom!  Having either come straight into 

our lock-down classroom from the Frome Road, or bounded up and down one flight of stairs, it 

came as rather a shock as the young Badgers headed up and up to the lofty heights of the top 

floor, with all the other KS2, classes to see the new sett.  A fantastic summer was had by all, full 

of fun, adventure and all sorts of exciting experiences.  It seems even on the first day, the 

celebrity in everyone came bubbling out, it was almost Badger TV, as each cub was interviewed 

and asked to introduce themselves and say a bit about the holidays and any interests so that our 

newest member of the class, Harriet, was welcomed and could get to know everyone.  We also 

managed to squeeze in learning Roman numerals, handwriting and some topic work!  A brilliant 

day and it is so lovely to have everyone back together.  

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
It was so lovely to welcome the squirrels back to school on Tuesday. They bounded into the 
classroom and quickly familiarised themselves with their new environment.  
 
Over the week they have been sharing their summer adventures and re-acquainting themselves 
with each other… we also have three new members who have settled in so well and we are so 
happy to have them.  
 
We have so much to look forward to this half term on top of our jam packed curriculum 
timetable. We have our award walk, Go Explore, the poetry competition and the harvest service.  
 
As a class we are really looking forward to the year ahead and getting our teeth into everything 
that comes our way!  
 
Squirrels - you have had a brilliant first week and should be very proud of yourselves! Well 
done!  

 

 

Stacey Watson, Year 4 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We've had a fantastic couple of days as the new Owls Class this week, and we're finding our 

groove together with our new routines, responsibilities and learning. It's been lots of fun! We did 

some self-portrait artwork, and I can already see we have some budding artists! We've also begun 

learning all about diaries in our English lessons, ready to blend with our Theme of Ancient 

Civilisations - how exciting! I'm already looking forward to the rest of the term with the amazing 

Owls, with all of the exciting things we have in store. 

 

Rebecca Sadowski,  Year 5 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It has been a great start to the new year, with fantastic weather! It has been great to get back into 
the classroom and find out more about our new year 6 class. 
 
Our new Springmead Way Ambassadors have hit the ground running this week and are enjoying 
the opportunity to fully embrace the role – moving around the school quietly, lining up quickly 
and sensibly, helping others and sitting patiently waiting in assemblies are just some of the 
ambassadorial activities from this week. 
 
In class we have enjoyed our brand-new classroom and have started to explore our ‘Victorians’ 
theme, investigate how we are maturing and becoming more responsible for our actions in 
PSHE, revived extremely sick sentences in English and embraced the four operations, place 
value and bigger numbers in maths. We have also started to think about all of the exciting events 
that we have coming up over the course of the year, including bushcraft sessions, bikeability and 
a summer term residential! 
 
A fantastic first week and plenty to look forward to in the upcoming weeks, months and terms. 

 

Nick  Munckton, Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Praise Certificates will be awarded from next week 

 

 

Out of School Achievements 

Elliott Attwood became under 9s Somerset county champion (tennis) over the Summer, super 
news! 
 

 
 
Two of our pupils had were extended a 
special invitation to visit with the re-elected 
Mayor of Bristol, Marvin Rees, at his 
mayoral offices. They discussed a number of 
subjects including working hard in school, 
racism, sports and politics and they were left 
inspired. The mayor then offered for the 
girls to each coordinate and host a Zoom call 
with the mayor for their respective classes, 
where the class can ask any questions. How 
fabulous, well done girls, we look forward to 
hearing how the Zoom meetings go.  
 
 

 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate, 

hopefully more opportunities will open up to them now! Do also remind us if we ever forget!  

Please email details to mtaylor@springmead.com  

 

As always let us know if you have any queries and look after yourselves.  

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

legal and moral responsibility’. 
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